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2014 in photos  

 

On Sept. 3, a delegation of court officials from Beijing, China, met with First Assistant State’s Attorney Jody Gleason during a visit 
to the Kane County Judicial Center. The group, which included prosecutors, judges and other public safety officials, was  
participating in a three-month program in the United States through the University of Chicago. 

In March 2014, Kane County State’s Attorney Joe McMahon and Kane County Sheriff Pat Perez met with the media to announce 
a major drug and cash seizure in Aurora. More than $1.6 million in cocaine and approximately $260,000 in cash was seized. 
Agents from U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement and the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration played a role in the 
investigation. The case is pending. 
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2014 in photos  

 

The Kane SAO said goodbye to some notable experience in 2014. ASA Dan Carter (left) retired after a public service career 
of more than 30 years. Dan worked as a police officer in Itasca, a Cook County prosecutor and an Illinois Assistant Attorney 
General. He also spent 13 years with the Judge Advocate General of the Army National Guard. ASA Pam Monaco (right) 
worked for the Kane SAO for nearly 20 years. She was twice named Prosecutor of the Year, in 2008 and 2012. 

In February 2014, the Kane County State’s Attorney’s Office sponsored a multi-topic training for police officers. Robert Holley, 
Special Agent in Charge of the FBI’s Chicago Field Office, was the keynote speaker. He talked about his work coordinating and 
communicating logistics among local, state and federal law-enforcement during the initial investigation of the Boston Marathon 
bombings in April 2013. The training was held at the Northern Illinois Food Bank in Geneva. 
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2014 Awards  

Sherrie Robotham, the administrative assistant for the Kane SAO’s Civil Division, was named the office’s Employee of the Year 
for 2014. Sherrie is regarded for her helpfulness and cheeriness. She has been with the office since 1990, and makes no secret 
that she considers it an honor to serve the people of Kane County. 

Assistant State’s Attorney Lori Schmidt was named the Kane SAO’s Prosecutor of the Year for 2014. Lori is assigned to the Child  
Advocacy Center, which prosecutes cases of child sexual abuse. She is highly regarded for her passion for her job and her deep 
commitment to defending the children of Kane County. 
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2014 Awards  

ASA Andrew Whitfield (left), and ASA Amy Ballard were the SAO’s Ace of Spade Award winners for 2014. The Ace of Spades 
Award, which annually recognizes courtroom excellence, was divided into two in 2014. One award was given for felony trials and 
one was given for traffic and misdemeanor trials. The award is based on a number of factors, including the number of trials com-
pleted, the complexity of the trials completed, the willingness of the prosecutor to serve as co-counsel to other prosecutors in 
their trials, the steps taken to improve and develop new trial skills, and the way in which the prosecutor mentors and inspires 

other prosecutors to try cases.  
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In  memoriam 

Sue Byrum 
 

 

In early January 2015, longtime SAO employee Sue Byrum unexpectedly died. She was 77. Sue, pictured here in April 2014 
during a celebration of her 45th year with the SAO, joined the office in 1969 and worked for 10 state’s attorneys. Sue was 
loved by all and is dearly missed. 
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