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Life in the SAO  

 

TOP: Katy Karayannis (left) and Hillary Sadler 
(right) joined the office in late 2017 as  

Kane County Assistant State’s Attorneys. Katy and 
Hillary were among four assistant state’s attorneys 

hired by the office in 2017. The others were 
Michelle Katz and Lindsey Lachanski.  

RIGHT: Inspired by Notre Dame University’s  
history of football success, Assistant State’s  

Attorneys Megan Baxter (from left), Erin Brady  
and Kathy Watson, presented the office with  

a sign that reads, “Prosecute Like A Champion 
Today.” The three are Notre Dame alumni. 
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Life in the SAO  

 

ABOVE: Jan Halsey talks with local  
reporters on her last day of employment 
with the office. Jan worked for Kane  
County for 47 years before she  
retired from our office in early September; 
LEFT: Longtime SAO administrative  
assistant Carol Winter also retired in 2017 
after 19 years with the office.   
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Life in the SAO  

State’s Attorney’s Office employees, along with others who work in the Kane County 
Judicial Center gathered outside Aug. 21 to watch the first total solar eclipse visible  
from coast to coast across the United States. Unfortunately, the view of the eclipse was 
hampered by overcast skies. 
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Kane County State’s Attorneys 
1837 – 1839 Alonzo Huntington 
1839 – 1840  Norman H. Purple 
1840 – 1841  Onslow Peters 
1841 – 1842 Seth B. Farwell 
1842 – 1844 Orsamus D. Day 
1844 – 1847 Benjamin F. Fridley 
1847 – 1851 Burton C. Cook 
1851 – 1852 Phineas W. Pratt 
1852 – 1853  Amos B. Coon 
1853 – 1856 M.F. Boyce 
1856 – 1857 Amos B. Coon 
1857 – 1861 Col. Edward S. Joslyn  
1861   Eugene Canfield 
1861  Amos B. Coon 
1861 – 1865 Charles J. Metzner 

1865 – 1869 Leander R. Wagner 
1869 – 1872 Charles J. Metzner 
1872 – 1876 Albert J. Hopkins 

1876 – 1880 Henry B. Willis  
1880 – 1884 Terrence E. Ryan 
1884 – 1888 John A. Russell 

1888 – 1892  Frank G. Hanchett 
1892 – 1900  Frank M. Joslyn 
1900  Fred W. Schultz  
1900 – 1904  William J. Tyers 
1904 – 1908 Frank R. Reid 

1908 – 1916 William J. Tyers 
1916 – 1928  Charles L. Abbott 
1928 – 1936 George D. Carbary 

1936 – 1940 Charles A. O’Conner 
1940 – 1950 Charles G. Seidel 
1950 – 1951 Richard C. Hamper 

1951 – 1964 John C. Friedland 
1964  Charles L. Hughes  
1964 – 1972 William R. Ketcham  
1972 – 1976 Gerry L. Dondanville 
1976 – 1980 Eugene Armentrout 

1980 – 1988 Robert J. Morrow 
1988  Robert F. Casey  

1988 – 1992 Gary V. Johnson 
1992 – 2000 David R. Akemann 
2000 – 2004 Mary E. (Meg) Gorecki 
2004    M. Katherine Moran (special state’s attorney) 
2004 – 2010   John A. Barsanti 
2010 –  Joseph H. McMahon 

 

For biographical information about past state‘s attorneys, visit our office’s Website. 

Col. Edward Joslyn 

Norman H. Purple 

Albert J. Hopkins 

Frank M. Joslyn 

Burton C. Cook 

Alonzo Huntington 

http://saopublic.co.kane.il.us/Pages/History.aspx
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