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TOP: James Harvey of Elgin was selected as an 
Illinois Bicentennial Honor 200 honoree by the 
Illinois Department of Veterans’ Affairs.  
Honorees were chosen based on contributions 
that have aided, benefitted and provided  
inspiration to their local communities and fellow 
veterans. Honorees were recognized Dec. 3 at 
the Illinois Bicentennial Celebration at the  
United Center in Chicago. RIGHT: After 26 
years with the Elgin Police Department, the last 
eight as Elgin’s chief of police, Jeff Swoboda 
retired in June to become the chief of police for 
the city of Fort Collins, Colo. 

OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 
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OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 

TOP: The Kane County State’s Attorney’s Office exercises its 
independence during every election to provide oversight, where 
needed, if questions about electioneering or illegal activities arise. 
Voters are encouraged to call the office to report such activities. 
The office responds by sending a team to the voting precinct in 
question to inquire about the allegations. In 2018 the office had the 
complaint line available for the March 20 primary election and the 
Nov. 6 general election. No major issues arose during either elec-
tion. The office has had the complaint line available for many 
years. Pictured are (left to right) Assistant State’s Attorneys 
Michele Niermann, Christine Bayer, Megan Baxter, Reagan 
Pittman and Dawn Troost. LEFT: Kane County Assistant State’s 
Attorney Sarah Seberger (right) talks with Nancy Mullen, the  
executive director of Youth Outlook, an Illinois social service  
agency that offers support and resources to LGBTQ youths.  
Youth Outlook’s supportive services help ensure that LGBTQ 
youths are able to avoid the court system. 
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OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 

Kane County State’s Attorney Joe McMahon in 
December participated in a Discover-Y career day 
program at St. Charles East High School. SA 
McMahon joined several others who work in the 
legal, civil and public safety arenas in Kane County 
to talk to St. Charles East students about their jobs 
and how the students can pursue similar careers. 
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When the Illinois legislature formed 
Kane County in 1836, the county’s 
first courthouse (top) was James 
Herrington’s Tavern and Inn on 
North State Street in Geneva. 
County officials in 1837 moved into 
the second courthouse (above 
left), located at 4th and State 
streets in Geneva. The county 
quickly outgrew the building, and in 
1844 moved into a new quarry 
stone building on the site of the 
present Geneva City Hall on  
Route 31. Rapid growth continued, 
and the county moved its offices 
again in 1857 to a three-story  
limestone building (left) on Third 
Street in Geneva. The building was 
designed by leading Chicago  
architect John M. Van Osdel. Fire 
destroyed the building in 1890. The  
current courthouse on Third Street 
was designed by Chicago  
architects W.J. Edbrooke and 
Franklin P. Burnham. 

KANE COUNTY COURT HISTORY 
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Kane County State’s Attorneys 
1837 – 1839 Alonzo Huntington 
1839 – 1840  Norman H. Purple 

1840 – 1841  Onslow Peters 
1841 – 1842 Seth B. Farwell 
1842 – 1844 Orsamus D. Day 
1844 – 1847 Benjamin F. Fridley 
1847 – 1851 Burton C. Cook 

1851 – 1852 Phineas W. Pratt 
1852 – 1853  Amos B. Coon 
1853 – 1856 M.F. Boyce 
1856 – 1857 Amos B. Coon 
1857 – 1861 Col. Edward S. Joslyn  
1861   Eugene Canfield 

1861  Amos B. Coon 
1861 – 1865 Charles J. Metzner 
1865 – 1869 Leander R. Wagner 
1869 – 1872 Charles J. Metzner 
1872 – 1876 Albert J. Hopkins 

1876 – 1880 Henry B. Willis  
1880 – 1884 Terrence E. Ryan 
1884 – 1888 John A. Russell 

1888 – 1892  Frank G. Hanchett 
1892 – 1900  Frank M. Joslyn 
1900  Fred W. Schultz  
1900 – 1904  William J. Tyers 

1904 – 1908 Frank R. Reid 
1908 – 1916 William J. Tyers 
1916 – 1928  Charles L. Abbott 
1928 – 1936 George D. Carbary 
1936 – 1940 Charles A. O’Conner 
1940 – 1950 Charles G. Seidel 
1950 – 1951 Richard C. Hamper 
1951 – 1964 John C. Friedland 
1964  Charles L. Hughes  
1964 – 1972 William R. Ketcham  

1972 – 1976 Gerry L. Dondanville 
1976 – 1980 Eugene Armentrout 
1980 – 1988 Robert J. Morrow 
1988  Robert F. Casey  
1988 – 1992 Gary V. Johnson 
1992 – 2000 David R. Akemann 
2000 – 2004 Mary E. (Meg) Gorecki 
2004   M. Katherine Moran (special state’s attorney) 
2004 – 2010   John A. Barsanti 

2010 – Joseph H. McMahon 

 

For biographical information about past state’s attorneys, visit our office’s Website. 
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http://saopublic.co.kane.il.us/Pages/History.aspx
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