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In November, SA Joe McMahon 
spoke to a law class taught by 
attorney and former Lake County 
public defender Stephanie  
Caparelli at Lake Forest College in 
Lake Forest about his work as the 
special prosecutor in the Jason 
Van Dyke case.  

OUTREACH & ENGAGEMENT 
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FAREWELL TO OUR COLLEAGUES 

Jody Gleason, who worked in a number of roles 
in our office for 27 years, retired in August after 
she was appointed by the Illinois Supreme Court 
as a circuit judge for Kendall County, where she 
lives. Jody had served as our office’s First  
Assistant State’s Attorney for the previous  
10 years. 
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FAREWELL TO OUR COLLEAGUES 

TOP: Deb Day, our office’s supervisor for support staff for 
DUI, domestic violence, traffic & misdemeanor and branch 

courts, died in August after a prolonged illness. Deb 
worked for the SAO for nine years. Deb played a crucial 

role in the implementation of the Odyssey court infor-
mation system in our office. She was named our office’s 
employee of the year for 2011 and 2016. Deb is pictured 

with her daughter, Christina, a former Kane County  
assistant state’s attorney. RIGHT: Jeff Steele, who  

maintained our office’s file room, retired early  
in 2019. Before joining our office Jeff served in the  

U.S. Armed Forces.   
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When the Illinois legislature formed 
Kane County in 1836, the county’s 
first courthouse (top) was James 
Herrington’s Tavern and Inn on 
North State Street in Geneva. 
County officials in 1837 moved into 
the second courthouse (above 
left), located at 4th and State 
streets in Geneva. The county 
quickly outgrew the building, and in 
1844 moved into a new quarry 
stone building on the site of the 
present Geneva City Hall on  
Route 31. Rapid growth continued, 
and the county moved its offices 
again in 1857 to a three-story  
limestone building (left) on Third 
Street in Geneva. The building was 
designed by leading Chicago  
architect John M. Van Osdel. Fire 
destroyed the building in 1890. The  
current courthouse on Third Street 
was designed by Chicago  
architects W.J. Edbrooke and 
Franklin P. Burnham. 

KANE COUNTY COURT HISTORY 



 57 

 

Kane County State’s Attorneys 
1837 – 1839 Alonzo Huntington 
1839 – 1840  Norman H. Purple 

1840 – 1841  Onslow Peters 
1841 – 1842 Seth B. Farwell 
1842 – 1844 Orsamus D. Day 
1844 – 1847 Benjamin F. Fridley 
1847 – 1851 Burton C. Cook 
1851 – 1852 Phineas W. Pratt 
1852 – 1853  Amos B. Coon 
1853 – 1856 M.F. Boyce 
1856 – 1857 Amos B. Coon 
1857 – 1861 Col. Edward S. Joslyn  
1861   Eugene Canfield 

1861  Amos B. Coon 
1861 – 1865 Charles J. Metzner 

1865 – 1869 Leander R. Wagner 
1869 – 1872 Charles J. Metzner 
1872 – 1876 Albert J. Hopkins 

1876 – 1880 Henry B. Willis  
1880 – 1884 Terrence E. Ryan 
1884 – 1888 John A. Russell 

1888 – 1892  Frank G. Hanchett 
1892 – 1900  Frank M. Joslyn 
1900  Fred W. Schultz  

1900 – 1904  William J. Tyers 
1904 – 1908 Frank R. Reid 

1908 – 1916 William J. Tyers 
1916 – 1928  Charles L. Abbott 
1928 – 1936 George D. Carbary 

1936 – 1940 Charles A. O’Conner 
1940 – 1950 Charles G. Seidel 

1950 – 1951 Richard C. Hamper 
1951 – 1964 John C. Friedland 
1964  Charles L. Hughes  
1964 – 1972 William R. Ketcham  
1972 – 1976 Gerry L. Dondanville 
1976 – 1980 Eugene Armentrout 
1980 – 1988 Robert J. Morrow 
1988  Robert F. Casey  
1988 – 1992 Gary V. Johnson 
1992 – 2000 David R. Akemann 
2000 – 2004 Mary E. (Meg) Gorecki 
2004   M. Katherine Moran (special state’s attorney) 
2004 – 2010   John A. Barsanti 
2010 – Joseph H. McMahon 

 

For biographical information about past state’s attorneys, visit our office’s Website. 
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http://saopublic.co.kane.il.us/Pages/History.aspx
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